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It’s going to be an Extra Jolly Holiday 

at Canal Park December 10 and 11

Two days of festivities to put you in an Old-Fashioned Christmas mood – that’s what is planned at Canal Park in Delphi on Saturday and Sunday December 10 and 11.

All buildings will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and 1 to 4 p.m. Sunday.  

Bring the whole family and all your friends, because this year will be special.  There will be something of interest for everyone!  

· Try the APPLE DUMPLINGS, hot from the oven or frozen to take home. 

· Take in the exhibit of PAINITINGS BY AREA ARTISTS and watch them demonstrate their techniques. (Details below.)

· Watch artisans demonstrate PIONEER CRAFTS at buildings throughout the park.

· Listen to CHRISTMAS MUSIC while you visit the Center or the Pioneer Village area.

· Take a CARRIAGE RIDE in Marilyn’s fancy white horse-drawn carriage. 

· Visit the 1844 restored REED CASE HOUSE for cookies and punch each day.

· Or on Sunday buy HOMEMADE COOKIES to take home for your holiday entertaining.

· Visit the Cabin Crafts Gift Shop for attractive hand-made gifts – open both days. 

· Walk the trails along the towpath -- they go both directions from Canal Park.

· Learn about the W&E Canal at the Interpretive Center’s interactive museum. 

· At 3 p.m. Sunday hear music by The Extension Chords (Home Ec. group)

No admission charge, but your donations are most welcome!

Enjoy “Art at the Park”
Several local and area artists will be setting up their paintings for 


viewing at the Canal Center during the Christmas Open Houses December      

10 and 11.  Featured will be works of scenes along the canal that many of 

them painted during days outside and workshops throughout the summer.  

The event will also be a mini fine arts fair, with some of the painters 

actually demonstrating their skills in different mediums such as water color, 

oil, color pencil, block printing and glass blowing.  There will be interactive 

art events for children as well.  Proceeds from paintings on sale will be 

shared with the Canal Association.  


This exciting event in the Canal Center is being coordinated by Rena 

Brouwer, director of the Lafayette Renaissance Academy.  Rena will be 

remembered as recently completing a residency with Delphi and Camden 

schools, bringing school children to canal sites to learn to paint.  For more 

information visit www.lafayetterenaissanceacademy.org.

Keeping Canal Clean With Weed Harvester
Last summer the Canal Association bought a used and damaged commercial floating weed harvester with hopes of restoring it to its original usefulness to help control aquatic weed growth on the canal.  Once again the ingenuity of canal volunteers came forward and the machine has been rehabilitated and prepared for use.

First of all, the damaged steel pontoons on the mechanism needed to be replaced.  The crafty volunteers looked to one of the pontoon boats donated last year and raided it for parts.  Replacing the pontoons involved blacksmithing and welding skills of Roy Patrick and other mechanical skills of Ron Dust, Ed Gruber and Bill Draper.  

When Dan McCain first saw the damaged unit at a Wisconsin lake last July, he noted that the operators coupled it with a tractor and special trailer on shore to unload the material that was scooped from the water for disposal.  The disposal unit had a special web floor that moved forward or backward.  When Dan mentioned this feature to Dick Grantham, another canal volunteer, Dick said “I have two of those units in my barn.”  

“I thought he was kidding,” Dan said.  But Dick explained that the web floor had been used on his farm years ago to haul silage and chopped hay from the field.  

With construction of a trailer with this special floor, the 20-year-old mechanism is now ready to tackle removal of the abundant floating and submerged aquatic growth in Delphi’s mile-long watered section of the Wabash & Erie Canal.

Historian Charles Gerard Dies

Charles E. Gerard, Delphi’s historian, died on September 15, 2005 at age 56 at St. Elizabeth Heathcare Center.  He had suffered from Lou Gehrig disease for several months.


Charles was a devoted volunteer with the Canal Association, especially in the planning of the Conference and Interpretive Center building.  He researched Delphi historic buildings of the canal era and gathered pictures of them so that their facades could be replicated as the four outside faces of the Canal Center. The result lends a historic feeling to this newly constructed building.  This unique building represents authentic replication of downtown Delphi business buildings in the mid-1800s.   


He also provided research for information and pictures contained in a booklet that describes the facades and the owners of those Delphi businesses.  Titled “Faces Behind the Facades,” the booklet is for sale in the Interpretive Center gift shop for $8 or with a companion book on the Interpretive Center museum for $12 for the two booklets.  Charles was also the author of “Mystique of Deer Creek,” a sesquicentennial publication soon to be re-released. 


Charles often conducted informative walking tours along Deer Creek. A section of trail to the High Bridge recognizes his devotion to Delphi’s heritage.

Towpath Land Donated to Canal Association

We are grateful to many donors of land along the canal and to others who have granted easements for trails in the past.  It has made it possible for us to claim that every foot of a 10-mile trail system and three miles of canal have been donated.


The latest donation of land has come from Bob Morrow, who gave a 30 foot strip of land along the canal trail near Highway 421.  It comprises approximately one-half acre.  Thank you, Bob!

Memorial Gifts Received

We thank Western Middle School Teachers in Howard County for their recent gift in memory of Eugene A. Burkhalter.  We also have received a gift for a bench to be placed along the canal in memory of William “Trey” Bancroft, who died in an automobile accident recently. 

Carriage Lends Touch of the Genteel Life


The beautiful white carriage that you see at Canal Park events is     
bringing a bit of old-style “class” to the pioneer village and canal trail area 

at the park.  


Marilyn Moore was inspired to purchase the carriage and also has

a pair of Percheron draft horses that she uses to pull the carriage.  She and 

her two sisters, Audrey Boles and Charlene Maxwell, have been practicing 

their horsemanship, too.  And their mother, Mabel, a member of the Canal 

board of directors, enjoys riding in the two-seated carriage.  


In fact, on a jaunt in the downtown Delphi area recently, the carriage 

appeared one day in October at the drive-up window at McDonald’s!  No 

word on whether anything on the menu appealed to the horses!  


Carriage rides are offered at Canal Park during festivals and special 

events, as well as one day on most weekends. During the Christmas Open 

House weekend the carriage will be ready for riders 1 to 4 p.m. both days.

Volunteers Work on Paint Creek Bridge

During October several volunteers did touch-up painting on the “Red Bridge” that crosses the canal, connecting trails on each side toward Founders’ Point.  The red paint had faded to nearly pink over the years of exposure to sunlight.  Now volunteers have applied a special paint from TNEMEC Company that has a 15-year guarantee against fading.  It also has a $350-a-gallon price tag!  If it winters well, more will be applied next year.  


The 1873 bowstring arch iron bridge was completely rehabilitated in 1999 when it was moved from its original location near Camden where it spanned Paint Creek.  Now it connects three popular trails along the canal.

Historical Walk Scheduled for November 25

A discussion of the various 1800s buildings that served as models for the façades around all sides of the Canal Conference and Interpretive Center building will highlight a tour planned for 2 p.m. November 25 at Canal Park.  The public is invited.  There’s no charge, and a free prize will be given to one visitor.


Board member Mark Smith will describe the buildings and the businesses that occupied them as he escorts visitors around the exterior of the building.  Following his presentation, those interested in continuing the history walk will take a short trip to the IOOF Cemetery just off Carrollton Road.  Mark will describe the background of several canal era pioneers whose graves are there.  

Halloween for Kids at Canal Park

Canal Park once again hosted a Halloween party for Delphi youngsters, with the help of the Delphi Psi Iota Xi chapter and the Chamber of Commerce. Costumes were judged in various categories, and kids also had fun in the punkin’ patch and around a big bonfire.  Candy, hot dogs and drinks were provided by the Canal Association.  The 5:30 p. m. start provided plenty of time afterward for individual trick-or-treating.

Another Painting Has a Sponsor

The board of Canal Society of Indiana (see enclosed sheet) has offered to sponsor a painting to help complete the mural wall in the Canal Center’s grand lobby.  The painting will be a canal scene in Evansville, where the Wabash & Erie Canal ended. Thanks, CSI!

Make checks to Wabash & Erie Canal Inc. 
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   $_____  TOTAL

Telephone:_________________________
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All donors receive our quarterly newsletter

$      5 Student Membership

$    10 Basic Adult & Family

$    25 Leadership Level 

$    50 Contributing Level

$  100 Sponsoring Level 

$  150 Corporate Level

$1,000 LIFE Membership (4-5 installments)

Make Conference Center Reservations Early
Reserved space at the Canal Conference Center fills up fast, especially for weekend events.  

If you are planning a wedding reception, a family party, a business meeting or other event 

that requires a pleasant, convenient location, please call early to make your reservation.  

Please contact Judy Stirm at the Canal Center 765-564-2870 or at home 765-564-6378

 or by e-mail at reservations@canalcenter.org.

The Interpretive Center museum is open on weekends

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays and from 1 to 4 p.m. on Sundays.

Visit our web site at www.wabashanderiecanal.org
Among the artists that will be displaying their paintings and demonstrating their methods are:





Linda Lauter, color pencil


Erma Flora


Allen McConnell


Rena Brouwer, water color


C. J. Fang, block printing


Sharon Owens, glass 


	blowing


Stephanie Come Ryker, oil


Robert Lemke, plein air, oil











Here are some of the crafts you will se demonstrated at the Christmas Open House weekend at the Canal:





Basket making (Saturday)


Wooden Toys (Saturday)


White Pine soap and


      goat’s milk soap


Intricate bead work


Flowers and gourds


Candle dipping


Broom binding (Sunday)


Weaving and spinning


Blacksmithing
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