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Canal Days Festival Time is Here!

Step back in time with us as we celebrate Independence Day and honor the hearty pioneers who toiled in the Canal Days of the 1800s to establish a new life in Indiana. Bring family and friends (and the dog for the Pet Parade) to enjoy food, games, trail walks, auction, pioneer crafts, antique tractors, art displays, a play, Interpretive Center museum and much more!

SATURDAY, JULY 3
DAILY ACTIVITIES

6-10 a.m. – Rotary Pancake Breakfast (Honan Hall, downtown)
(10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day)

10 a.m. – Canal Park buildings open (close at 5 p.m.)
Interpretive Center Museum

10 a.m. – Independence Day Parade (starts near Canal Park)
Videos and Programs in Center

11:45 a.m. – Parade Awards (in front of Canal Center)
Food Booths

1 p.m. – Watermelon eating contest
Spinning, Weaving, Tatting

1 p.m. – “Canal Center’s Historic Exteriors” walking narration
Craft Booths

with Charles Gerard (front of Canal Center)
Blacksmithing

2 p.m. – “John Freeman Schermerhorn and His Family”
Artifacts

by Mark Smith (Canal Center)
Cabin Crafts Gift Shop

2 p.m. – Tug-o-war (shelter house area)
Antique Tractors

2:30 p.m. – “Canal Center’s Historic Exteriors” (front of Center)
Animals, Horse Cart Rides

2:30 p.m. – Sack race (shelter house area)
1844 Case House Tours

3 p.m. – Kiwanis auction (shelter house area)
Historical Museum Booth

4 p.m. – Narrated walk to Red Bridge with Dan McCain
Trails for walking or biking

(from front of Canal Center)
Susan Ransom pottery making

4 p.m. – “Canal Center’s Historic Exteriors” (front of Center)
Canal Music by Bruce Quinn

5 p.m. – Ham and bean supper (shelter house area)
Display by local artists

6:30 p.m.—“Our Town” play by Delphi Library’s
Heritage Tourism Booth

Red Brick Theatre group (Canal Center)
1800s Rendezvous Encampment

(donations appreciated)
(all week through July 4)

SUNDAY, JULY 4 
A unique place to shop –

The Cabin Crafts Gift Shop

(Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day)

Featuring handmade items such as candles, appliqué, handmade paper items, dried flowers, wood crafts, cashmere items, shaker items, salt glaze pottery, cabinets, stationery, children’s toys, potted plants, hand-woven placemats and rugs, American Folk toys, games and crafts, whetstone woodenware, books and more!

10 a.m. – Canal Park buildings open (close at 5 p.m.)

10 a.m. – Narrated walk to Red Bridge with Dan McCain

(from front of Canal Center)

12 noon – “Canal Center’s Historic Exteriors” (front of Center)

1 p.m. – Pet Parade

1:30 p.m. “Canal Center’s Historic Exteriors” (front of Center)

1:30 p.m. --“Our Town” play by Delphi Library’s

Red Brick Theatre group (Canal Center)

(donations appreciated)

2-3:30 p.m. – Children’s games

3:30 p.m. -- Adult watermelon eating contest

4:30 p.m. -- Raffle drawing

All events at Canal Park, 1030 N. Washington Street, Delphi, Indiana

(From traffic light at courthouse square go north on Washington Street a dozen blocks, cross Canal; park entrance on left.)

Largest Crowd Ever for Annual Meeting

For its first Annual Meeting in the new Canal Conference and Interpretive Center, the Canal Association drew its largest crowd ever. A bountiful dessert bar was provided by board members preceding an intriguing program presented by Esther Duncan, who portrayed the wife of Pvt. William Bratten, a member of the Lewis and Clark expedition.

During the business meeting the following board members were elected: Karen Bradshaw, Mary Crary, Ed Gruber and Annadell Lamb. At the next board meeting, the following officers were elected: Dan McCain, President; Bill Draper, Vice President; Frances French, Secretary, and Ed Gruber, Treasurer. Previously, the board had appointed Judy Stirm to fill the unexpired term of Dave Hanna. The unexpected loss of Dave, an active board member, and of founding member Roseland McCain this year were noted with sadness.

A surprise highlight of the evening was the presentation of the Sagamore of the Wabash award to Dan McCain by Rich McClain, state representative, representing Governor Joe Kernan. Dan also recently received from Lt. Gov. Kathy Davis the 2004 Lieutenant Governor’s Hoosier Hospitality Award. Both awards are well deserved for Dan’s devoted leadership in preserving our section of the Wabash & Erie Canal and bringing the canal era message to the public.

Two New Sponsorships Announced

Just at the time new improvements and additions were being made to the Lock Gate Exhibit in the Interpretive Center, a sponsor for this outstanding exhibit stepped forward. He is Richard L. Funkhouser, of West Lafayette. Our thanks to Mr. Funkhouser for this very special, timely gift. An active donor to the Interpretive Center construction, he has pledged the additional amount necessary to sponsor the Lock Gate. (See related story on page 3.)

Another naming opportunity on our “wish list” was selected by Mary Johnson, of Delphi. Thanks to Mary, we have an appropriately landscaped area between the towpath and the south side of the Canal Center. Planted with native grasses and prairie wildflowers of the canal era, it depicts what the banks of the towpath might have looked like to the canal traveler in the 1850s. The area is dedicated to the memory of Mary’s husband, Elmer Johnson, a former member of the Canal Association board.

Special thanks also goes to the Canal Society of Indiana which completed its pledge of sponsorship for the Canal Center’s beautiful lobby when President Robert Schmidt presented a check for $6,000 at the Annual Meeting in April. Additional naming opportunities remain for various rooms such as the volunteer room, kitchen or dry good store and others. Lots of exhibits, ranging from $1,000 to $25,000 also remain available for sponsorship. Donors selecting specific rooms or exhibits will be honored with plaques at the site. Call 765-564-6297 or see any board member for details.

Artisans and Craftsmen Featured at Craft Shop

Various pioneer crafts and arts have been featured at the “Livery” craft shop within the Interpretive Center this spring, thanks to board member Mark Smith. His search for local artisans and craftsmen has resulted in presentations for the public by folks demonstrating bookbinding, basketry, spinning and weaving, pottery and a visit from Alpaca animals. The future schedule includes flint knapping by Ed Mosler on June 12; china painting by Bertie David on August 14; quilting by Jane Penn on August 28 and Windsor chairs by Bob Merson on September 12. Bob will sell a completed chair with a part of the proceeds going to the Canal Association. The demonstrations will be during the hours the Canal Center is open: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays; 1 to 4 p.m. Fridays and Sundays.

Note new hours for Canal Center –- We’ve added Friday hours through September 3rd! Visit from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays; 1 to 4 p.m. on Fridays and Sundays

Lock Gate Exhibit Gets Important Addition

Some improvements have been made to the lock exhibit in the Interpretive Center recently. The addition of a second gate has improved the function of the gate, enabling visitors to better understand how locks worked to make travel on a canal possible.

The first portion of the lock exhibits was a massive gate installed a year ago, but it could not display the full length of the upper beam since the gallery wall was in the way. The lockkeeper used this massive wooden beam atop the lock gate as a lever to pivot the gate open or closed.

To complete the exhibit, a team of volunteers used lumber from a large dead elm tree from the Ed Gruber farm near Delphi. Two 16-foot logs were turned into timbers and planks by volunteer sawyer Rollin Graybill to make the parts for the second gate. Dick Walters, Roy Patrick, Bill Draper, Ron Dust and Ed cut mortise joints and sized the timbers to fit the 1840s hand-hewn “quoin” hinge that had been donated two years ago by Forks of the Wabash History Center near Huntington.

Delphi Trails System Honored

The trails system along the Canal and throughout Delphi has received the high honor of being added to the National Recreation Trails System. It was one of three Indiana trails cited by Interior Secretary Gale A. Norton for this honor. A certificate was presented to Dan McCain, President of Wabash & Erie Canal Inc. on National Trails Day June 5. In all, 27 miles of trails in 15 states were added to a total of 920 trails nationwide.

The Delphi trails use canal towpath, stream corridors and abandoned railroad beds to provide more than seven miles of trails for walking, biking and canoeing. Historic sites, three of which are on the National Register, are marked along the way. The trails form a section of the Wabash Heritage Trail which will eventually span 19 counties along the Wabash River.

Canal Trails to be Featured at State Workshop

The Indiana Parks and Recreation Association will hold its Historic Trail Field Day and Workshop at Canal Park in Delphi all day June 17. Delphi was selected because of its unique trail system and the unusual way it was attained and built with volunteer labor. The workshop will explore the development, operation and maintenance of trails, historic preservation, archaeology, and ADA compliance. These subjects will be explored during three trail walks. Attendees also will visit the Interpretive Center and have lunch there. More information at ipraexdir@aol.com or www.inpra.org.

Psi Iota Xi Sponsoring Art Work for Canal Center

Delphi’s Beta Psi Chapter of Psi Iota Xi has agreed to sponsor an impressive piece of art work for the Canal Conference and Interpretive Center lobby. After reviewing several submissions for the work, the members selected a proposal by Terry Lacy, of Delphi. Terry proposes a painting of the Speece canal boat, taken from the only known picture of a Delphi canal boat. The mural will be three and a half feet high and nine feet long, and will be placed on the wall facing the entrance. In the future other canal scenes may be added on either side of the main painting. Thanks to Psi Iota Xi!

Wabash River Cycle Club’s Ride Comes to Canal Park

The course of the Wabash River Cycle Club’s 25th anniversary Century Ride on August 28 will go through Delphi and stop at Canal Park. The five loops will be 10, 20, 36 and 59 miles in length. Routes can be combined to create distances up to 100 miles, starting from Harrison High School at 7 a.m. for longer rides and until noon for shorter ones. For information call Norm Olson at 765-463-7377

Can You Help Solve the Mystery?

Someone left an antique child’s dress on Dan McCain’s front porch a few months ago. Mary Crary has put it on exhibit in the Dry Goods Story at the Canal Center, but she would like to know who donated it. Please call her at 765-564-4661 to clear up the mystery.

What’s Happening at the Canal

    * School tours galore! May was especially busy with 14 school classes and 12 adult groups scheduled. Tour groups had access to the museum, 15 to 60 minutes talks, and usually a walk to the Paint Creek bridge. Many volunteers helped. If you’d like to help as a tour guide, call any board member.

    * The Gift Shop in the Interpretive Center will be stocked and ready for visitors during the Festival.

    * Put June 19 on your calendar. That’s the regular third-Saturday work day. A long list of tasks will be available for volunteers to get the park and buildings ready for the Festival.

    * Attention pastry chefs! We are again asking for fruit pies for the Snack Shack’s famous Festival treat! Bring pies to the Snack Shack Saturday or Sunday morning.

    * Congratulations to Justin Scaggs who has earned his Eagle in scouting. His project was building the stone wall and cedar rail fence along the parking lot in Canal Park. Take it look – it’s great!

    * Lois Mears has again supplied native wild flowers for planting along the canal trails. Austin’s Nursery also has supplied many flats of flowers for volunteers to plant in the Canal Park. Thanks, everyone!

    * Join the Canal Society of Indiana for its fall tour October 1-3 that includes canal sites along the Ohio River. For information and reservations call 260-436-8676.

    * Want to rent the Canal Center for your party, business meeting, program or reception? The spacious rooms are available for your next gathering. Call Judy Stirm at 765-564-6378 or 564-2870 to reserve the date that you want. The schedule fills up fast, so don’t wait too long.

